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April 1, 2020 

 
Jesus said to those who believed in him, 

“If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples, 
and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31) 

 
There have been many words written through the years about what Jesus means by “remain in my 
word.” That phrase is obviously a metaphor. It could refer to listening to God’s “voice.” 
 
Noted author John Westerhoff wrote:  
 
“God speaks to us through interior emotions, dreams, visions, intuitions, and the like. Of course, we 
need to acknowledge that many of us (especially men!) were socialized to distrust or ignore our feelings 
and intuitions. Thinking was all that was important. But God speaks to us through our feelings, our 
hearts. Only then do we use our minds to understand what our hearts have heard.” 
 
A question for us today might be: How is God speaking to me through my feelings and intuitions during 
this Covid-19 pandemic? 
 
Let us pray: Loving God, during this difficult and frightening time, help me to understand from my 
feelings how I need to grow and how I might draw closer to You. 
  

 

April 2, 2020 

I hope you are all doing well during this time at home. Father Jason and I will continue to pray for 

all of you, your families and your special intentions. Thank you for sending those intentions to us. I 

will record reflections periodically and from time to time reflect via Facebook Live. 

 

I encourage you to pray with the readings for each day’s liturgy. You can access them in many ways, 

but two I suggest are: 

 

 Give us this day – free during this crisis – readings, prayers and reflections 

 The Bishops’ page – type in Google – usccb and it will lead you to the readings for the day 

 

Also, at the suggestion of Cardinal Cupich, Father Jason set the church bells to ring every three 

hours – he and I and many parishioners have already to pray as those bells ring. Cardinal Cupich 

asks us to pray for various intentions at those intervals. You can find them easily on the internet. 

Simply type in “Cardinal Cupich prayers.” 

 

April 3, 2020 

In today’s gospel, Jesus said to the people: “Even though you do not believe me, you should at least 

believe my deeds.”  
 

Years ago, Jesuit Father Mark Link told the story of violinist Fritz Kreisler. Kreisler was in Germany 

with an hour to spare before leaving for a concert in London. He walked into a nearby music store. 



The owner couldn’t help but notice Kreisler’s violin case. The storeowner disappeared and returned 

moments later with two policemen. They arrested Kreisler saying, “You have Fritz Kreisler’s violin.”  
 

“I am Fritz Kreisler,” he said. “You can’t pull that on us,” the officers replied. 
 

Then Fritz requested permission to play his violin. Although the police didn’t believe Fritz’ words, 

they could not doubt the beautiful music he played for them. 
 

We all know the saying: Actions speak louder than words. 
 

Even in these times and under these circumstances…  

when we go out to the store for provisions,  

when we pass people while out walking for exercise 

and in our dealings with those with whom we have hunkered down… 
 

We are called to live the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

We are called to be missionary disciples - perhaps by acts of kindness more than words.  

We are called to love. 

 

In my distress I called upon the LORD 

and cried out to my God; 

From his temple he heard my voice, 

and my cry to him reached his ears.(Ps. 18:7) 

April 4-5, 2020 

 
Let us consider today the wisdom of Thomas Merton: 
  
“Our vocation is not simply to be, but to work together with God in the creation of our own life, our 
own identity, our own destiny….our vocation is a labor that demands... 

  
...close attention to reality at every moment, 

and great fidelity to God as He reveals Himself, 
obscurely, 

in the mystery of each new situation.” 
  

 

Let us pray: 

Loving God, help us always to remain attentive to what you are asking of us during this “new 
situation” we find ourselves in at this time. Help us to discover "in the reality of every moment" 

new ways of loving You and our loved ones.  

Amen. 
 

April 6, 2020 
 

As the weeks of hunkering down unfold, many of us could begin to experience acute stress. Our 

normal resiliency may begin to take a back seat to feelings that overwhelm us and limit our ability 
to experience life – “life to the full.” (Jn. 10:10) 

 



What are those feelings that may do us in, especially those of us who are responsible for caring for 

others during this crisis? Psychologist Richard Wicks, in his wonderful little book entitled Bounce, 
tells us these feelings could include:  

 

“frustration, depression, apathy, helplessness, 

impatience, disengagement, emotional depletion, 
cynicism, hopelessness, 

a significant decline in one’s self-esteem and confidence, 
feeling overwhelmed 

and anhedonia (unable to experience pleasure).” 

 
In his book, Dr. Wicks provides many ways to deal with these feelings -- which cause acute stress. 

One of them is quite similar to a practice that is part of our spiritual tradition, Wicks says, “One of 
the most sensible approaches to recognizing, limiting, avoiding, and even learning from the onset of 

acute stress is to conduct daily debriefings with yourself.” 

 

St. Ignatius of Loyola, in the 16th century, gave us the same advice. He called it the daily examen. 
“Examen” is the Spanish word for “examination.” Ignatius did not advise a rigorous daily 

examination of conscience the way we may have learned it in elementary school. 
 
The adult Christian, Ignatius tells us, should review the recent past of their life to find God’s 
presence and activity and blessings since the last examen. Look for the moments when things didn’t 

go well. Give praise and thanks for the blessed moments. Look at and name what we are feeling. 
We might Use Wicks’ list of feelings above.  
 
Pope Francis waived the obligation to go to Confession during the Lenten and Easter Seasons this 
year. Perhaps beginning to practice the Ignatian Examen would be good thing to do this week. I will 

have more to day about this practice tomorrow and Wednesday.  
 
Then, perhaps our souls will be refreshed as we enter into the Triduum. 

 

April 7, 2020 
Christians know that God’s grace is infinitely more powerful than the Coronavirus. Because of our 
baptism, we share in what the Scriptures refer to as “eternal life.” In other words, we can always 
live life to the full…full of hope, joy, confidence and all the gifts of the Spirit. 
 

One way we can work with the Spirit in bringing more vitality to our lives –especially in difficult 

times—is to, as I mentioned yesterday: conduct daily debriefings. In our tradition we call it the 
Daily Consciousness Examen.  

 

St. Ignatius recommended a once or twice daily prayer of about 10-15 minutes. Many people pray 

the examen on their lunch break and then again before retiring. There are five parts to the examen. 
Here is one way the examen might proceed. 

 
To begin, I become aware of the love which God looks upon me as I begin the examen. 

 
1. GRATITUDE & RELISHING: Give thanks to God for all favors received. I note the gifts that 

God’s love has given me since my last examen. I relish the moments that went well and all 
the gifts I have received today. 

 



2. PETITION/REQUEST: I request the help of the Holy Spirit to enlighten me so that I may see 

with the light of God’s grace. I ask for light –and strength—that will make this time a work 
of grace…and fruitful beyond human capacity alone. 
 

3. REFLECTION & REVIEW: I review the events of the day…to see where God has been present 

in my life experience and where I have kept God out – the sinful acts, whether in thoughts, 

words, deeds, whether it be things I have done or failed to do, and the tendencies or roots 
of such behaviors. I look for the stirrings in my heart and the thoughts that God has given 

me this day. 
 

4. REPENT: I express my sorrow, I repent, and ask for God’s forgiving love to heal and 
strengthen me, 
 

5. RESOLVE: I look with hope to the rest of the day or the following day. I resolve to change. 
 

This is the outline of what can be a life-changing way to proceed in one’s life. I will say more about 

steps 4 & 5 tomorrow. 
 
Let us pray:  

Take, Lord, all of my liberty. 
Receive my memory, my understanding, 

and my will. 
You have given me all that I am 

and all that I possess. 
I return it now to you and surrender to the guidance of your will. 

Give me only your love and grace. 
With these, I am rich enough 

and ask for nothing more 
 

(Suscipe of Saint Ignatius Loyola) 

 

April 8, 2020 
 
Yesterday I shared the Consciousness Examen of St. Ignatius Loyola. Basically, we can remember the 

steps by remembering five words, all of which begin with “r:” 

 
Relish, Request, Review, Repent, Resolve 

 

Today I say a bit more about “Repent” and “Resolve.” 

 
To begin my time of prayer, I become aware of the love that God has for me.  

 
1. GRATITUDE & RELISHING: Give thanks to God for all favors received. I note the gifts that 

God’s love has given me since my last examen. I relish the moments that went well and all 

the gifts I have received today. 
 

2. PETITION/REQUEST: I request the help of the Holy Spirit to enlighten me so that I may see 

with the light of God’s grace. I ask for light –and strength—that will make this time a work 
of grace…and fruitful beyond human capacity alone. 
 



3. REFLECTION & REVIEW: I review the events of the day…to see where God has been present 

in my life experience and where I have kept God out – the sinful acts, whether in thoughts, 
words, deeds, whether it be things I have done or failed to do, and the tendencies or roots 

of such behaviors. I look for the stirrings in my heart and the thoughts that God has given 

me this day. 
 

4. REPENT: I express my sorrow, I repent, and ask for God’s forgiving love to heal and 
strengthen me. I ask for the healing touch of the forgiving God who, with love and respct for 

me, removes my heart’s burdens. 
 

5. RESOLVE: I look with hope to the rest of the day or the following day. I resolve to change. I 
pray for renewal and availability to God: I look to the following day and, with God, plan 

concretely how to live it in union with God’s loving desire for my life. I pray for the grace to  
be more totally available to God who loves me so totally. I resolve to live life with an 

attitude of hopefulness! 
 

I end with an “Our Father.” 
 
Let us pray: 

St. Ignatius Prayer for Generosity 

Dear Lord teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to 
count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor 

and not to ask for reward, save that of knowing that I do your will. Amen.  

TRIDUUM 

 

Holy Thursday Homily (link) 

Good Friday Reflection  
 

“Jesus’ own example in the face of hatred, violence, false accusation and ultimately death is 

to be true to himself without responding in kind. Such behavior inspired countless saints, 

activists, and others who follow his nonviolent example. When we consider the model of 

Jesus and how he reacted in the face of threat, it can be a challenge to follow that model in 

our own lives.” (Living Liturgy) 

 

Today the call is to venerate the cross. We touch, kiss, embrace Jesus’ way of life: non-

violence, sacrifice, letting-go, forgiving, dying. 

 

April 12, 2020 
Easter 

 
Easter blessings to all of you! “This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!”  

(Ps. 118) 

 
Here is a reflection by noted author John O’Donohue from Ireland: 
 
"On this Easter morning, let us look again at the lives we have been so generously given and let 
us let fall away the useless baggage that we carry -- old pains, old habits, old ways of seeing and 



feeling -- and let us have the courage to begin again. Life is very short, and we are no sooner 
here than it is time to depart again, and we should use to the full the time that we still have.  
 
We don't realize all the good we can do. A kind, encouraging word or helping hand can bring 
many a person through dark valleys in their lives. We weren't put here to make money or to 
acquire status or reputation. We were sent here to search for the light of Easter in our hearts, 
and when we find it we are meant to give it away generously. 
 
May the spirit and light of this Easter morning …. bless us all, watch over us and protect us on 
our journey, open us from the darkness into the light of peace and hope and transfiguration."  
 
JOHN O'DONOHUE 
Dawn Mass Reflections at Corcomroe Abbey  
 
 

April 13, 2020 
Easter Monday 
 
A reflection from our former pastor,  
Fr. Charlie Bolser, C.S.V. 
 
EASTER:  a time to let go of the old so that the new can be born - creation in process:  A time 
where light overcomes darkness and life overcomes death - in each one of us and in our world. 
A letting go of the old way: of entering into life with new understanding - to be able to see. The 
Incarnation or birth of God into the world is reflected in the crucifixion and resurrection of God 
into the world bringing life and light. We are one with God as God is one with us - inn 
communion with the Cosmos and with one another. A very blessed and life-giving Easter to 
each of you always, as we continue our journey together with the Christ at the center holding 
us together.  Peace and love to one and all. 
 

April 14, 2020 
Easter Hope and Faith  
  

The great gifts of Easter are hope and faith.   

  
Hope: which makes us have that confidence in God, in his ultimate triumph and in his goodness and 
love, which nothing can shake.   

  

Faith: the belief that Christ has triumphed over evil, despite appearances.  

  
So, we celebrate the mystery of the Resurrection, proclaim our faith and hope, and give thanks for 

these gifts.  

  
Wherever we share compassion, justice, reconciliation, and faith and encourage each other to be 

people of hope, we are people of the Resurrection and ministers of the Resurrection.   
  
Jesus is raised from death each time we live his way of life.  We do this in our various ways of 

showing care and concern  for the lives and troubles of others.   

  
Perhaps our Easter prayer can be  asking the Risen Lord to help us to be ministers of the 

Resurrection and helping each one of us to discern how best to serve him.  



Sacred Space 

 

April 15-16, 2020 
 

The Resurrection continues the work that Jesus did before his death – including the outcast, raising 
up the oppressed, and breaking down our arbitrary lines  of class, race, gender, orientation, 

economic and educational status, and religion.   

 
We are called to embody the Resurrection life, which is available to all and which includes all.  We 

are also called to seek ways to bring that life to those who most need it –  the poor, the excluded, 
the wounded, and the grieving. How do we explain it? We can only live it, allowing it to permeate  

every grain of this sand that forms us, every thought, every act, and every interaction, For then we 

are the Lord’s witnesses, and Jesus deserves nothing less from us.  
John van de Laar 

 

April 17, 2020 
 

Peter and John heal a lame man and when confronted by the leaders can say only one thing: 
 

It was in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazorean 
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead; 

in his name this man stands before you healed. (Acts 4:10) 
 

Professor Paul J Wadell writes, “We may not, like Peter and John, heal the lame, but we can 
bring healing and hope to every neighbor who comes our way when we love, extend kindness, 
listen, are patient and compassionate, and share what we have with them. When we do, 
unimaginable things continue to happen in a world that desperately needs the hope that Easter 
brings.” As we await the day when we can move around freely and without fear, we pray for 
the grace to be agents of “grace and hope” for those in our lives. Let us be creative and bold in 
our efforts to offer the hope of Easter!  
 
Let us pray: 
Lord Jesus, during your time on earth, you healed the sick and comforted the afflicted. We pray 
for your help now during this time of the coronavirus pandemic. Guide the minds and hearts of 
medical personnel, researchers, essential workers, and government leaders to take the 
necessary steps to answer the challenges of this moment. 
 
Bring swift recovery to those who are ill, and give comfort to those who have lost loved ones. 
Calm the minds of those who experience fear and anxiety and help us all to act prudently to 
reduce the spread of this virus. Most of all, remind us of the hope and promise of eternal life 
where there will be no harm that can come to us.  
Amen. 

Faith ND (University of Notre Dame) 
  
 

April 18-19, 2020 
 

There is a legend about a woman who prayed to God for patience. In answer, she received 
nothing but trouble. She then said to the Lord, “I did not pray for trouble, I prayed for 
patience.”  



 
The Lord answered her, “How else will you learn patience, or even know you have it?” Growing 
in the love of God with its concomitant joy and peace is possible only as we let that love be 
tested by the hard things of life, and so the love bears the fruit of even-tempered patience, 
kindness, and gentleness.” 

 

Anna Mow 

 

April 20, 2020 
 

Today’s gospel is the story of Nicodemus in John’s gospel (3:1-8). 
 
What the Holy Spirit achieves in us is a spiritual not a physical rebirth. We do not re-enter our 
mother’s womb. Rather an inner change takes place which activates our hidden potential and 
sharpens what had become dull and boring, to make us what we are meant to be, a light for all 
to see. 
 
The Nicodemus story invites us to make progress in our relationship with Jesus. Even if we are 
lukewarm at times, we can grow more committed as life moves on. But spiritual growth does 
not come by will-power alone; it is ultimately the work of the Spirit in our hearts. We need to 
be Spirit-born to enter the kingdom of God.  
 
As a sailboat needs the wind, we need the Spirit to fill our sails for the voyage of life. This Easter 
season – especially during this time at home-- is a good time to again invite the Holy Spirit to be 
our guide in life. 
 
Let us pray: 

Lord God, when we find ourselves approaching you timidly, like Nicodemus, guide us like Jesus 
did him to recognize how we have been born from above in water and the spirit. Empower us 
to live with courage, wisdom, and love. We make this prayer through Christ Our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 

April 21, 2020 
 

“No one has gone up to heaven 
except the one who has come down from heaven, the Son of Man. 

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” (John 3:15) 
 

We hear these words in today’s gospel. Jesus concludes his conversation with Nicodemus. 
Nicodemus has trouble understanding what Jesus means by being “born from above.” 
 
For John’s community and for us there is only one way to live: to remained focused on Jesus. 
The gospel today, I suggest, is reminding us—especially as we make our way through this 
pandemic—is to remain focused on Jesus. 
 

“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 



that all who believe may have eternal life in him.” 

These words are a reminder of the incident in the book of Numbers where, as a punishment for 
their sins, the Israelites were attacked by serpents.  God told Moses to erect a bronze serpent 
on a pole and all who looked at the serpent were saved.  

Jesus, in a much greater way, will also be “lifted up” both on the cross and into the glory of his 
Father through the Resurrection and Ascension.  Jesus will be a source of life to all who commit 
themselves totally to him.  Only then will we be washed clean by the water from the pierced 
side (cf. John 19:34 and Zechariah 13:1). 

To what extent are we “looking at” Jesus during this time?  Is it merely a sideways glance when 
we think about him or at certain fixed times (perhaps Sunday when we watch Mass on the 
screen) or is he the center of our attention in all that we do and say? 

Let our constant prayer be:  

“Lord, grant that all my thoughts, intentions, actions and responses may be directed solely to 
your love and service this day and every day.” 

April 22, 2020 
 

Almighty and eternal God, 
our refuge in every danger, 

to whom we turn in our distress: 
 Look with compassion on the afflicted, 

grant eternal rest to the dead,  
comfort to mourners, 

healing to the sick,  
peace to the dying, 

strength to healthcare workers,  
wisdom to our leaders 

and the courage to reach out to all in love, 
so that together we may give glory to your holy name.  

 
 [COLLECT - Masses for Various Needs and Occasions: “In Time of Pandemic”] 

 
 

April 23, 2020 
 
Today is the feast of St. George. St. George is one of the most venerated saints in the Catholic 

tradition, yet all we really know of him is that he was a soldier and a martyr. He was a Roman 

soldier in Palestine who stood up to the emperor when Christian persecutions began around 

the year 300. He died a martyr – beheaded. 

 

His story seems to have been told among English armies visiting the Holy Land during the 

Crusades. Convinced of the power of his intercession, soldiers returned to England with a 

devotion to this saint. From there, many stories were told to fill the curiosity of the faithful, 

including a tale of George slaying a dragon. 



 

The story tells of a dragon terrorizing a kingdom. The people of the area kept the dragon 

satiated with gifts of sheep, but when livestock ran out, human sacrifice was required. Victims 

were chosen by lot, and one day the king’s own daughter was chosen. George rode into the city 

on his noble steed while this was taking place, and slayed the dragon with one blow. He then 

gave a stirring speech that converted thousands to be baptized. George was given a great 

reward, but gave it all to the poor and rode off into the sunset. 

Let us pray: 

St. George, brave soldier and martyr, slayer of the enemy. For us, this Coronavirus is our 
dragon. Intercede for us during this pandemic. Intercede for those who are suffering from the 
virus especially those who must suffer at this time without the presence of their families and 
friends. Intercede for those on the front lines, that they may have the courage and strength you 
had. Intercede for those working for a vaccine and for medicines that may help those with the 
virus. Intercede on behalf of our civil leaders, that all of their decisions may be for the common 
good. 
 

St. George, Patron saint of England and of Boy Scouts—pray for us! 
 

A quote for today: 

"You do not need to know precisely what is happening, or exactly where it is all going.  What 
you need is to recognize the possibilities and challenges offered by the present moment, 

and to embrace them with courage, faith, and hope." 
Thomas Merton 

April 24, 2020 
 

I found myself at a low point yesterday – not because of the extension of the stay-at-home order. 

 

I found myself discouraged by the cynicism so rampant on television and social media. I try not to judge 

those who second-guess civil leaders. I know that God is the judge of anyone who takes this crisis an 

opportunity to bash someone of an opposing political party. 

  

I professed vows as a Viatorian and I was ordained to do one thing: Preach Jesus Christ and His gospel. 

My ministry is about one thing: leading people to God. It is about being a man of hope, not cynicism. I 

have committed myself to a church that is pro-life. For me, that means that all decisions made must err 

on the side of life. People’s lives are more important than financial gain or political leanings. 

  

The readings in today’s Liturgy of the Hours and Mass have brought me out of the tomb I was in after 

hearing some comments on television and checking social media. Here is what spoke to me in my prayer 

this morning: 

  

For though the fig tree blossom not 

nor fruit be on the vines, 

though the yield of the olive fail 

and the terraces produce no nourishment, 

though the flocks disappear from the fold 

and there be no herd in the stalls, 

yet will I rejoice in the Lord 



and exult in my saving God. 

(Habakkuk 3: 15-19) 

  

I left my morning prayer with a renewed sense of hope. At Mass, when the Preface spoke of us 

Christians as “overcome with Paschal joy,” I found myself filled with a renewed energy; I actually felt 

“overcome with Paschal joy. 

  

I know the cynics will not be reading this reflection. They have put their trust in ideologies and 

politicians. I figure those reading this reflection are those who, as we read in today’s Liturgy of the Word 

– are those who pray with the psalmist” 

  

The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom should I fear? 

The LORD is my life’s refuge; 

of whom should I be afraid? (Ps 27) 

  

Lord, you are our light and our salvation. Help us to enter into this next phase of the lockdown in peace. 

May we surrender to what has been decided because we believe that it is best for the common good. 

We pray for the many in our own county who have been infected with this virus. We pray for those who 

are dying and those who have died with no members of their families to ease their suffering. We pray 

for an end to this crisis. 

 

A quote for today: 

"You do not need to know precisely what is happening, or exactly where it is all going.  What you need is 

to recognize the possibilities and challenges offered by the present moment,  

and to embrace them with courage, faith, and hope."       

Thomas Merton 
 
 

April 25, 2020 
 

We’re all monks now 
  
That was the title of an article published by Jesuits’ America magazine last week. That’s what 
Father Jason and I say to one another these days. We pray every three hours when the church 
bells ring. (We use the prayers put out by Cardinal Cupich. These prayers are linked to my page, 
scroll down,) 
  
As members of a religious congregation and as priests we are obliged to pray the Liturgy of the 
Hours each day. The psalms have taken on new meaning for me as I pray the Hours all through 
the day. 
  
Gregory Hill, the author of the America article, is saying that we are ALL monks now. While 
none of us are official monks, this time is a time to devote ourselves to personal prayer. If our 
only spiritual practice during this time of quarantine is passively watching Mass on a computer 
or television screen, we are missing out on a wonderful opportunity. A monk that Hill 
interviewed for his article says it best: 
  

“This is ‘a great opportunity to yield control of our lives, 
to let ourselves truly trust in the goodness and providence of God amidst all that is 

happening,’  
said Father Casagram. 



 
Whether we are aware of it or not, 

we are ‘living in the presence of a living, caring and loving God,’ and we can use this time of 
quarantine to develop, 

alone or with those with whom we live, a sense of this divine presence.” 
 
 
Let us pray: 
Living, caring and loving God, with joy and gladness we cry out to you, and ask you: open our 
hearts to sing your praises and announce your goodness and truth, your care and love for us! 
Amen. 
 

April 26, 2020 
 

To live as resurrected 
 
This line from Elsa Tamez’ poem “They have threatened us with resurrection” is the call I, for 
one, hear today, the Third Sunday of Easter. We have seven Sundays of Easter…not one..not 
two or three …but seven. We have seven Sundays to keep asking ourselves: “Do I, or do I not 
want to “live as resurrected?” Another way of asking the question might be: “Am I a person 
who really believes that life is the value of values?”   
 
Living “as resurrected” is the only way to live a human life. That is the message of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Living “as resurrected” is to continually say yes to new ways of thinking and acting 
– not being stuck in old hurts and worn out ideas – even if those old ways of living and acting 
and thinking were ways people we loved dearly lived and acted or thought. 
 
Some people fail to move on and stand up and take responsibility because the values of an era 
that seemed perfect and more tranquil are more attractive. We see this in the church. People 
cling to a spirituality and a desire to worship in a certain way because they believe everything in 
the church (and world) in the 1950’s, let’s say, was far better than the way the world is today. 
Oftentimes people who prefer a bygone way of worship and prayer never even lived in those 
times that seem to them to be Camelot. 
 
The call to live “as resurrected” right now, during this pandemic, is clear. The call to live as 
Christians (resurrected) is to be patient, clear-headed, rational, hopeful. To be cynical, partisan, 
overly emotional, is to spread division and division does not come from God. It comes from a 
whole other place. We must not allow “happy talk” to persuade us to act in foolish ways at this 
point in the pandemic. We must live through this time, realizing that it can be a time of grace 
as well as death. That is our faith, isn’t it? Let us remain calm during this time of longing, this 
time of longing for a resolution to the darkness that surrounds us. 
 
Ann Frank lived for several years in a cramped, dark space, as the powers of death seemed to 
be in control all around her. One of our Viatorians, Fr. Gene Lutz, C.S.V., lived in a Japanese 
concentration camp for four years during WWII. I know a young man who witnessed terrible 
atrocities in his native country. He witnessed men do unspeakable things to his mother. He 
walked thousands of miles to seek shelter in a much safer place, the United States of America. 
These people and countless others –of all religious persuasions—have lived “as resurrected.” 
They were patient, hopeful, rational and clear-headed. They fought for one thing – to live. We 
need to do the same, no matter what it takes. 



 
A quote for today: 
 
“Today the sun is shining, the sky is a deep blue, there is a lovely breeze and I am longing-so 
longing-for everything. To talk, for freedom, for friends, to be alone. 

“And I do so long…to cry! I feel as if I am going to burst, and I know that it would get better with 
crying; but I can’t, I’m restless, I go from room to room, breathe through the crack of a closed 
window, feel my heart beating, as if it is saying, ‘can’t you satisfy my longing at last?’ 

“I believe that it is spring within me, I feel that spring is awakening, I feel it in my whole body 
and soul. It is an effort to behave normally, I feel utterly confused. I don’t know what to read, 
what to write, what to do, I only know that I am longing.” (Anne Frank, February 12, 1944)  

 
April 27, 2020 
 
A prayer for today: 
 

Lord, catch me off guard today.  
Surprise me with some moment of beauty or pain  
so that at least for the moment,  
I may be startled into seeing that you are  
here in all your splendor,  
always and everywhere,  
barely hidden,  
beneath,  
beyond,  
within this life I breathe. 

               
                                    Frederick Buechner 
 

April 28, 2020 
 
In today’s first reading, we hear of the stoning of St. Stephen, the first martyr. Personally, the 
witness of the martyrs through the centuries has been proof enough for me that Christ is alive 
and well and living in the Church.  
 
Today is the feast of another martyr, St. Peter Chanel, the patron saint of Oceania. Peter was 
one of the first members to profess vows in the Marist Fathers. Their founder, Jean-Claude 
Colin, was a classmate of our own Viatorian founder, Fr. Louis Querbes. 
 
Fr. Chanel had always desired to be a missionary. Finally, in 1836, he was given the opportunity 
to bring the faith to people who had not heard of Christ. 
 
The Marists were asked to send missionaries to islands in the south Pacific. Peter set out with 
seven other Marists. The group’s voyage lasted nearly a year. They settled in a small Polynesian 
island called Futuna. Peter worked diligently at learning the language and becoming acquainted 
with the culture. 
 
Evangelizing the native people of Futuna was not easy. Little by little, however, people were 
won over to the faith. After a few years, the local king, Niuliki, began to feel Peter and 



Christianity were undermining his authority as high priest and king. After the baptism of his 
own son, Niuliki called on one of his most trusted warriors, Musumusu to resolve the matter. 
Musumusu feigned a need for medical attention and went to Peter for help. While Peter 
tended to him, Musumusu beat him to death with a club.  
 
It is said that Peter’s death led to many conversions, and that the whole island adopted 
Christianity soon after his death. The warrior who led the attack on Peter eventually claimed 
the faith for his own, and humbly asked that he be buried outside of the church that held 
Peter’s relics, so that anyone who came to honor Peter would have to walk over his grave to do 
it.   
 
St. Peter Chanel, patron saint of the south Pacific, you gave your life to bring the faith to a 
faraway place….intercede for us as we struggle to live the faith during this pandemic…not in a 
faraway place, but right in our own homes. St. Peter Chanel, pray for us! 

 

 
 
April 29, 2020 
 
Today is the feast of Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the Church. At one point in 
her short life Catherine began to spend her energy caring for the sick, and took on especially 
difficult patients. One woman she served suffered from a disfiguring cancer and another was a 
leper, and they both insulted her to her face and spread rumors about her behind her back. She 
persisted in her charity, though, and over time, they both changed their ways and came to 
respect her and accept her care. 
 
When an outbreak of the plague struck Italy, Catherine cared for the sick and dying, and buried 
the dead, with great compassion. She became so well-known for her holiness and compassion 
that many people started to seek her out for wisdom and advice. Three priests were assigned to 
her so that they might hear the confessions of all of those who were converted to change their 
lives after speaking with her. 
 
Her counsel was also sought amidst the division in the Church when the papacy was split 
between Rome and Avignon, France, during that period of history. She spent the last part of her 
life working to heal this division.  
 
Catherine was a woman on fire for the Lord 
 
Lord, set me alight with the fire of Your love.  Steel me against temptation and my human 
tendency to place my will above Yours.  Remove my protective shell of weakness and fear and 
expose my heart so that I may receive You and give You.  Guide me to be your conduit to make 
a way or clear the path for others to reach salvation.  Amen 
—Mariette P. Baxendale 
 
 Saint Catherine, intercede for us during this pandemic. 
 
 
 
 



 
April 30, 2020 
 

Move Closer 
 

A young man once lost his job, and growing somewhat desperate about his plight, went to see 
an old priest that he knew. As he poured out his heart to the priest he angrily declared “I’ve 
begged and begged God to say something to help me, Father. Why doesn’t God answer?” 
 
The old priest, who was sitting across the room, spoke a reply so quiet the young man was 
unable to make it out. The young man stepped across the room. “What did you say?” he asked. 
 
The priest repeated himself, again in a soft tone. So the young man moved closer until he was 
leaning on the priest’s chair. 
“Sorry, Father” he said. “I still didn’t hear you.” With their heads bent together, the old priest 
spoke once more.  
 
“God sometimes whispers,” he said, “So we will move closer to hear him.” 
 

Source: unknown 
 

 


