
October 11, 2020 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
I taught for eight years on the East side of Los Angeles which is predominantly 

Hispanic. One of the brothers who taught American Literature finally found a 

novel that his students enjoyed…and, to boot, t was a novel of 958 pages!  I 

remember seeing those Latino young men devouring that novel…and you’d never 

guess what it was…. Well, it was  

Gone with the Wind. 

And ever since then I’ve wanted to read that great American novel. Well, I finally 

began to read it. As of today, I am on page 612 and plan to finish it by the end of 

the month. As I read the novel in this time of pandemic, I cannot avoid thinking 

that, like the old way of life that had been wiped away by the Civil War, we too 

are living in a time of great transition. 

The gospel passages these past weeks have been parables from Matthew all 

challenging the “chief priests and the elders” to open themselves to new people, 

new ideas, new perspectives. We need to remember that the moniker “chief 

priests and the elders’ in Matthew does not necessarily refer to the leaders of the 

community – but refers to those who wield power in the community.  

Matthew’s community in Syria was a community of Messianic Jews who had lost 

their temple in a violent siege 15 years before. They had come to believe that 

Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah. Old ways of being Jewish were “gone with 

the wind.” New people (gentiles) with new ideas and new perspectives were 

knocking at the door. They were in a time of transition and change. Some 

members of the community were not open to fresh ideas – they chose to “dig 

their heels in” and resist change. Matthew looks to his sources to find stories 

about Jesus that might encourage his community to open up the door – or to at 

least dialogue with the new people and new ideas. 

In the Parable of the Wedding Feast –also directed at the powerful ones in the 

community—Matthew challenges churches that have invited in some new 

members and some new ideas to open even wider their doors. They were being 

called to practice the kind of radical hospitality that Jesus practiced in his life. 

At first, we might think the ‘king’ in the parable is God…but, as in all parables, 

there’s a twist. It just may be that by the end of the parable we realize that the 

“king,” for Matthew, is actually -- the church.  

 

 



 

Jesus, who is the human face of God, excoriates the powerful and ungracious of 

his time. Matthew, by including this parable in his gospel is saying that God is not 

at all pleased when the church is overly cautious about whom they welcome into 

the community. 

 

What might this parable say to us today? Well, we need to say, first off, that 

Christian communities have reached out to the margins…yes…they have taken up 

collections, provided food pantries,  and even opened shelters and soup 

kitchens…. 

 

…….but to what extent have Christians really welcomed the poor and homeless 

into their churches?…not only the poor and homeless, but also: Have Christian 

churches really thrown open the doors, have they been radically hospitable to 

immigrants, refugees, people of color, divorced people, and how have Christians 

treated people who identify as LBGTQ?   

 

We might also ask ourselves: Are Christian communities really listening to and 

inviting in – young adults? Or is their openness and frankness threatening to us? 

And: To what extent is the Catholic church really listening to and including 

women…perhaps even into ordained ministry? Have the doors of our minds and 

hearts open to the potential goodness of Jews and Muslims, our brothers and 

sisters in faith? 

We can be very careful and cautious and sometimes just downright exclusive. I 

know I can be. Jesus shames the powerful of his time by saying “Many are invited, 

few are chosen.” If we’ve encountered any Jesus at all during this season of 

Ordinary Time, I would say it is that Jesus is one who says:  

“Many are invited and many should also be chosen. Open your doors wider. 

In your efforts to protect life as you’ve known it, do not stain the robe of 

your baptism by forgetting to be hospitable, gracious, honorable and kind.” 

 

 God of goodness and kindness, you invite all peoples to the banquet and offer 

them a feast beyond compare. 
 

Give us your saving grace to keep unstained the robe of our baptism until that day 
when you welcome us to heaven’s joyful table. 

  


