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June REFLECTIONS 
Fr. Dan Lydon, C.S.V., D.Min. 

 
June 1, 2020 

 
I would like to share the thoughts of our Provincial Superior, Fr. Dan Hall, C.S.V. and from Fr. 
Mark Francis, C.S.V., President of the Catholic Theological Union, Chicago. (CTU is a school of 
Theology and Ministry and prepares candidates for the priesthood.) 

 
A Viatorian Response to George Floyd's Death  

 

Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 
 
That is a phrase that I remember from my earliest memories.  It was driven into us as 
children. When I look at today’s world, that simple phrase seems to have vanished from 
the collective memory of our nation. 
 

 

The events of the past week in Minnesota have caused me to pause and reflect on how we 
as a nation have fallen far from the goals established when this nation was founded. We 
were intended to be a nation founded upon the rule of law, yet, if we look at our recent 
history, we must ask whose law. Currently, there seems to be two sets of laws.  One law 
for the privileged sector of society and another for the less privileged sector. 
 
The image of a black man, George Floyd, pinned to the street by four police officers and 
with an officer’s knee on his neck is an image that is etched into my brain.  At least, on the 
short film clip carried on the news, I heard the victim say at least four times, “I can’t 
breathe.” Obviously, at this point, he was not resisting. Yet, for an extended period, this 
continued. The man died. 
 
The mayor of Minneapolis watched the video and immediately fired the four police 
officers. He was right in doing so. Those entrusted with protecting us cannot be exempt 
from nor ignore the laws they swore to enforce. Those who enforce the law are not above 
the law. 
 
My reading of the news informs me that the officer who had his knee on the victim’s neck 
had a lengthy history of abuse and brutality. He has since been brought up on charges for 
the death of the Mr. Floyd. 
 
Sadly, protests and riots followed this incident. I fully understand. I don’t think that the 
riots were a direct result of the death of this single man, but a culmination of the 
frustration experienced by the African-American community over a pattern in the entire 
nation that seems to have developed regarding the police-African American relationship. 
Even in the white community, people express anger because something must change. This 
is not right nor does it reflect who we are as a nation. 
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In the white community, we tend to see the police as our protectors. In the African 
American community, the police tend to be viewed as a threat. We, as a nation, must ask 
why. 
 
While I am not condoning the riots and destruction of property, I can certainly understand 
that when you have no recourse, you act out. When no one seems to care, you act out. 
When most of the nation remains silent in the face of this blatant abuse, you act out. 
If the person being arrested in this case was white, I feel sure that the outcome would have 
been different. That is not only sad. It is un-American. 
We not only need to pray for the victims of injustice, we need to use our voices and our 
votes to speak for those whose voices are not being heard. 
 
Fr. Mark Francis, CSV, sent out a letter from Catholic Theological Union marking today, 
June 1 as a Day of Mourning and Lament for those who have lost their lives to the COVID-
19 pandemic. He points out the disproportionate number of deaths in the African 
American and Hispanic communities. He challenges each of us to reflect on the disparity 
that still exists in our country. I invite you to read it, reflect on it and pray for an end to the 
blatant racism and discrimination that exists in our country. We as Christians must do 
everything in our power to end this travesty. 

  
Rev. Daniel Hall, C.S.V. 
Provincial Superior 
 
 

 
A Letter from Fr. Mark Francis, C.S.V. 

May 30, 2020 
 

We at Catholic Theological Union join with the National Council of Churches, the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors, and national faith-based organizations in observing Monday, June 1 as a National Day of 
Mourning and Lament for over 100,000 of our brothers and sisters who have died from Covid-19. 
We pray for those who have been cruelly taken from us, their family and friends and all those who 
are affected by the social and economic devastation that has accompanied this pandemic. We also 
honor the first responders, doctors, nurses and other medical personnel who have courageously 
risked their own lives to care for those who contracted the disease. 

 
We acknowledge that this crisis has made even wider the “fault lines” in our society. African-
Americans, Hispanics, and others on the margins have disproportionately been affected by this 
contagion. In addition to lacking access to adequate health care, many of these sisters and brothers 
who work in “essential services” do not have the luxury of working at home, having to choose 
between their own safety and that of their families and the financial resources to survive.  
  
Sadly, the sin of oppression and racism exposed by the pandemic manifested itself in the recent 
murder of an unarmed black man, George Floyd, in Minneapolis at the hands of the police. Those 
responsible for his death, blind to the reflection of the divine image in every human being, 

https://mailchi.mp/ctu.edu/march-2020-praxis-7068508?fbclid=IwAR0Zav0oj7NxmHBkIsE8iXd4AnGEukDOSIontIQPpFeD7mKIlXMNvHSckac
https://sojo.net/articles/lament-day-mourn
https://sojo.net/articles/lament-day-mourn
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tragically represent many in our society who fail to see that regardless of race we are all brothers 
and sisters, worthy of love and respect. 

 
Tomorrow, we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, 
Mary, and the first followers of Jesus, who were gathered together in the Upper Room. Today, we 
mourn, lament, and cry out for our nation’s healing—from the Covid-19 virus and the viruses of 
hatred, resentment, and racism. May God who loves us all be with us as we lament and take up this 
challenge together, inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
  

 
Rev. Mark R. Francis, CSV 
President 

 

June 4, 2020 
I share Lori Lightfoot’s sentiment completely: 

“If there is to be an uprising, let it be for peace. I call on all people of good will, 
young, old, black, brown, white, Asian, from all faith traditions, to rise up with me 
for peace.” 

Lori Lightfoot’s June 2, 2020 Speech 

Let us pray: 

Loving God, you have spoken to us throughout our history and invited us to share your life. 
Give us at this time in our history the wisdom and courage to respond boldly to your 
invitation to end hatred and racial injustice. Grant us the strength to remain faithful to the 
path you trace out for us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

June 6-7, 2020 
 

We have been certified to hold services in our church. It has been a rather involved and tedious 
process, but we have made sure we are in compliance with diocesan regulations and we have 
trained our first crew of Hospitality ministers. 
 
Now that things are in place we will simply have to keep tweeking and revising. Please be 
patient with us. 
 
I will now have more time to add (more or less) daily reflections to this page. God bless. 
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A Trinity Sunday Reflection 
June 7, 2020 

 
“Why do we have to hear all this stuff about the Trinity?”  
 
A few years back this question burst forth from a student in my 6th Period Theology class. “Why 
can’t we just be good to each other and go to church”?  
 
I answered, “Because.”  
 
Because the Triune God is not some kind of brainy speculation by scholars. It is simply the way 
we experience God in this world. Christian living is the Trinity in action.   
 
First, long ago human beings learned by living that there is only one God, and that he “takes 
delight in the human race” (First Reading). Think of the many, many stories in the Old 
Testament about God’s pursuit of us, his laboring to make a loving and holy covenant with us. “I 
will be your God and you will be my people.”    
 
By turns, God became angry, hurt, delighted, spurned, glorified, ignored, praised and rejected. 
Yet he kept coming back and back to renew the covenant.   
 
Because God's love is steadfast.  
 
Then we discovered that God’s nature has always had another component. God had not been 
alone or lonely, like a rock in the desert. His very nature had always been to relate to others, to 
“pour himself forth,” as the First Reading puts it, and to receive back. This goal is called the 
“Second Person,” and it has been at one with “the First Person” for all eternity.  
 
We saw him.  
 
Jesus laughed and cried and preached and turned over tables and cured people, and was loyal 
to his friends even unto death. “Everything that the Father has is  
mine,” he said (Gospel). That’s how we knew he was the Word and that the Word was God.  
 
Then came a third revelation. Jesus hints about it in the Gospel: “I have much more to tell you, 
but you cannot bear it now.” In other words, our small souls would burst with the greatness of 
God and Jesus—unless they gentled down and began to dwell inside us, to guide our 
understanding. So Jesus promised to pour the Holy Spirit into us.  
 
The Spirit actually is God, Jesus tells us. “Everything that the Father has is mine; for this reason I 
told you that he -- the Spirit-- will take from what is mine and declare it to you” (Gospel).  
Do you get the logic? Everything the Father has belongs to the Word. Everything that the Word 
has belongs to the Spirit. Everything the Spirit has belongs to us, if we say yes to it. This third 
part of God bestows us and the whole earth back upon the Father.   
Which closes the circle!  
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What liveliness, what transformation there is in God: speaking, reaching out, flowing forth, 
receiving back. God is like liquid motion, like a dynamism in which everything is changing 
always, yet remains always the same—because it is rooted in love, because it is love.   
 
Actually, theology has developed a word to describe the dynamic relationship between the 
Persons of the Trinity and the community of believers – perichoresis—or “dance.” Yes, early 
church theologians experienced the Trinity as a divine dance, a partnership of encircling and 
embracing, a graceful movement of loving attentiveness into which we are invited as partners 
who must, in our turn, draw others into the dance by our loving outreach to them.    
 
We are invited into that unchanging circle of love, no matter what it brings.  
 
Too theoretical? Allow me to put it more simply. Do you suffer? God invites you to meld that 
pain into the Trinity’s unending love. Do you lack hope? The Christ who rose from death is 
within you. Are you abandoned? Remember that the one God in three persons was abandoned 
too, and embraces you with tender affection and asks you to melt into his arms.  
 
That is why we “hear all this stuff about the Trinity. 
 
June 9, 2020 

First Book of Kings…Elijah…that mysterious prophet who lived some 800 years before 

Jesus….but whose memory lived on centuries after his life and death. 

Elijah is the great hero in the Carmelite tradition, in fact considered the founder of the 

Carmelites… 

Elijah, even for us today, is a living reminder of God’s providence and care for us.  

As today’s reading begins, Elijah has only recently informed King Ahab that his evil ways has 

brought on the drought. Only God can help people survive during this terrible calamity. The 

king, of course, didn’t care for being told how he was not perfect. 

Elijah was called by God to hide out near a brook. But it had dried up and so the LORD tells 

Elijah to move on to  Zarephath. Zarephath was smack dab in the middle of pagan territory. It 

was there that most of the people were worshipping the false God Baal. The King himself 

promoted the worship of this false God. 

Then God asks Elijah to look for a widow who will help him….A widow? Really? Widows were 

the poorest of the poor. She was gathering sticks of all things! 

Elijah might have asked himself: “Does God really know what God is doing? 

Elijah just keeps moving along, listening to God speak to him in his heart….he even presses the 

woman to make him some bread with what little she has. 
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What happens… a miracle occurs…two, maybe: she has flour and oil in abundance…and this 

woman who had been worshipping false gods now begins to encounter the Living God of 

Israel….Elijah’s God. 

Rufus Watson who played baseball in the old Negro Baseball League had witnessed lynchings 

and experienced great discrimination in his day…. 

He used to say: “That’s where God meets us, at the bottom of the barrel. God meets us when 

we’ve gone so low that all we can do is look up.” 

If people like Rufus trusted God to meet him at life’s low points, If Elijah trust God to meet him 

at his low points and hardships, if God met Elijah and the widow where the grain, oil and rain 

were running low, I guess we are well advised to do the same. 

 

Let us pray, 
Lord Jesus, you are the way that leads to the fullness of truth and a more abundant life. Give us 
the courage to follow this way despite its challenges and help us to guide and encourage those 
who make the journey with us. For you are our Lord forever and ever. Amen. 
 
June 15-20, 2020 
Corpus Christi 
 

Something to think about before returning to church 
 
I am having a moment of “serendipity” …. Which is “an unsought, unintended, and/or 

unexpected, but fortunate, discovery and/or learning experience that happens [seemingly] by 

accident.”  

The events of the past few months, today’s readings and the opening of our church next week 

for Sunday Mass…all kind of work together.  

The first reading….  

After a harrowing journey in the desert –a time when God’s people felt tested almost to 

breaking point…Moses reminds the people that, although they were fed manna from 

heaven…they must not forget -- they must remember that we live by “every word that comes 

forth from the mouth of God.”  

In the gospel John records Jesus as saying “the one who eats my flesh and drinks my blood…has 

eternal life.” That is, the one who lives Jesus’ reality, who drinks what Jesus drank from 

life…those persons are truly alive, those persons are living human lives.   
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Some questions for this Corpus Christi Sunday might be:   

 What have we heard so far during this time of Covid-19 and social unrest?   

 What has come to mind about living a truly human life, a life like the life Jesus lived?   

 The serendipity part comes in here: this Sunday might be a wonderful opportunity for 

each of us to ask ourselves….before I return to church, what really does the Eucharist 

mean for me?  

Sometimes the words of God’s creatures just might lead us to the word of God, the call of God 

at a particular time in our journey. Allow me to share how I might answer those questions.  

Very early, just as the quarantine was beginning the church celebrated the feast of St. Oscar 

Romero, the Salvadoran archbishop who was shot as he said Mass by members of his nation’s 

military.   

Archbishop Romero fought against the human rights violations of his government and he 

eventually became a target of the government.  He was a tireless defender of justice, peace and 

the plight of the poor. He told his people:    

“A church that does not unite itself to the poor… is not truly the church of Jesus Christ.”  

I remember a speech Mayor Lori Lightfoot delivered after the rioting and looting a few weeks 

back. I share her sentiment completely:  

“We will not be distracted by those who are not pure of heart and mind. They are not us 

and we are not them. We will and must be united together around a singular vision that 

we rise and fall together.   

If there is to be an uprising, let it be for peace. I call on all people of good will, young, 

old, black, brown, white, Asian, from all faith traditions, to rise up with me for peace.   

Stand for peace.”  

I remember something I read as the quarantine began. It is from Pope Paul VI (Saint Pope Paul 

VI!) “Peace,” he said, “ is something that is built up day after day, in the pursuit of an order 

intended by God, which implies a more perfect form of justice among people. (#76)   

And I remember the words of Australian theologian Verna Holyhead:    

Corpus Christi…”should focus our attention on what we can so easily forget: that every 

Eucharist should create in us a sense of unease about disunity, discrimination, and 

hypocrisy in the body of Christ….The Eucharist is a gathering place and a stopping place 

for us nomads on our own way toward the kingdom of justice and peace.”  

I remember last Sunday sitting with my sister and a friend who is dying in a hospice residence in 

Elk Grove Village, up near the airport.   
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There in Elk Grove Village, my hometown that little corner of middleclass America, a procession 

of mostly white young people…maybe 100 of them marched by carrying signs “Black lives 

matter” “Justice for all!” All should breathe.  

Who can forget those haunting words:  

“I can’t breathe. I can’t breathe.” 

When I witnessed that peaceful march for justice I felt proud to be from that little village. I felt 

hope. Maybe racism and discrimination will finally end.  

I can’t tell anyone what Corpus Christi should mean for them in the context of all we are going 

through. But I will say what it means for me. I think those who would have disagreed with what 

I am about to say, have already hit the STOP button on their computer. (Probably when I 

mentioned Lori Lightfoot’s speech!) So I needn’t worry.  

When we gather in church, hear God’s word, and before rising for Communions, we might ask 

ourselves:  

Am I rising for peace? Am I standing up and marching forward because I want to be part 

of creating a more just world?   

Am I ready to believe that all lives matter –even the life of our planet? Am I uneasy 

about disunity, discrimination and hypocrisy? Am I willing to be a healing presence in 

this world?  

Will I join the effort to build, day by day, a world of peace and justice where all can 

breathe and live and flourish?    

If we can answer “YES” then we allow Christ to be placed in our hands and hearts and we begin 

to build a new world.  

Think about it….because of Covid-19, when we rise and move forward for communion there is 

six feet between us….we are truly visible…as individuals we are even more of a witness…we 

truly witness to each other!  

…we are more visibly an uprising for peace, saying “yes” to the call for “all people of good will, 

young, old, black, brown, white, Asian, from all faith traditions, to rise up for peace.”   

  

What if a person from another faith tradition…or a person from no faith tradition…or even if a 

person who has fallen away from our tradition…of any of those people would peek through 

those doors?…What will they see?  

  

They will see an uprising for peace and justice…they will see a church that unites itself to the 

poor, they will see the Church of Jesus Christ.  
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June 16, 2020 

I continue to hear of people who are upset with our church for making them follow the 

procedures that are in place. They seem unable to hear the reality: There is a deadly virus that 

has killed thousands of people in our nation. Our church is pro-life and has asked us to protect 

the life and safety of our parishioners. The diocese has put procedures in place. Father Jason 

and I have taken not one, but two vows of obedience: our perpetual vow of obedience as 

Clerics of St. Viator and a vow at our ordination to listen to our bishop. That is what we are 

doing. End of discussion. 

The “re-opening” is not a time of joy for me, personally. It is a time when I feel discouraged and 

disheartened.  

I wish the naysayers and second-guessers had the guts to speak with Father Jason or me 

personally. It is especially hard to take second-hand information about people who are nice to 

our face but are speaking ill of us behind our backs. 

 


